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Introdution

The Internet can be considered as one of the factors 
driving the transformation of mass communication, not 
only by the use of new technologies, but, through them, 
provided the spread of globalization everywhere in the 
world, and information was more accessible for any 
community that has access to the worldwide network of 
computers. According to Castells [2] is the fundamental 
thinking communication as a necessary element of 
sociability, understanding the act of communicating 
from its symbolic nature and inherently cultural. Thus, 
the inter-relationship communication / education offer a 
prospect criticism in society in a constant search for 
social transformation. In the educational context, the 
educational technology is a means of communication 
between students and teachers, guided by flexibility, 
collaboration and interactivity in virtual space. As a 
systems approach that integrates several functions of 
the educational process has to be different modes of 
teaching and learning, allowing the opportunity to 
produce knowledge by new ways.

Thus, the societies have gone through major changes 
over the years caused by the influence of technological 
advances in all social spheres and areas of knowledge. 
Live to the online era, where new understandings of 
time / space confer a new status for education, mainly 
through the phenomenon of socialization of knowledge 
that occurs on a global scale in an environment of 
sharing experiences, information, experiences and 
learning distance. In turn, the "Information Society" has 
become a natural stage in the evolutionary and social 
development of people, from a world increasingly 
interconnected by new means of mass communication.
Contrary to traditional radio, the radio through the 
Internet is not restricted to audio, neither imposes limits 
to geographical reach. Its transmission could come 
followed by images, videos, texts, pictures, and links or 
through message boxes and chats. This advance allows 
the listener to do much more than just listen, making 
communication much more dynamic. 

Today, it is possible to conduct an online formation, 
offering didactic material in PDF files or Word 
document, video, podcast, and have access to up-to-
date information through the RSS (Really Simple 
Syndication) feed, clear doubts with the instructor / 
educator through messenger, e-mail, chat, forums, 

besides the interactivity in real time, through audio-
conference or video-conference. This way, the 
educational-communicative potentialities of the web 
radio started to be found by lecturers, school managers, 
educational institutions and university radios, based on 
successful experiences with the use of the interface in 
different parts of the world, integrating and crossing the 
local context in the global context.

In its relationship to the educational institutions, the 
web radio makes available the virtual space and a 
group of technological interfaces for the lecturers to 
divulge their scientific works, suggest readings, 
stimulate the debate on themes related to their 
disciplines (discussion forums), to inform grades, tests, 
interviews, divulge local, national and international 
academic events (congresses, seminars, talks, 
colloquiums, meetings…), store lectures in podcast (in 
a way that the students can have access to the discipline 
contents in any part of the world), besides the 
possibilities of synchronous and asynchronous 
communication with the broadcasting station, through 
e-mail, blog, messenger, myspace, twitter, chat, forum,
facebook, stickam, discussion lists, audioconference 
and others.

However, given the similarity of some 
characteristics, some authors claim that the web radio 
and podcast area are the same media. Although similar, 
but with distinct features, the web radio and the podcast 
are complementary, for the sake of interactivity, 
ubiquity and flexibility, representing to the user the 
facility of access to information, entertainment and 
knowledge. On the educational field, the cyberspace 
has enabled the development of virtual learning 
environments, focused on the utilization of interaction 
software and the Internet itself as a pedagogic interface 
potentially capable of decreasing geographical 
distances and increasing interaction between student 
and instructor pairs, above all those who act on the 
distance education modality [3]. This is the 
educomunicative paradigm of the “Network Society”.

Material and Methods

This communication is focused on differentiating 
between the web radio and the podcast, according to 
the current literature on the subject. The methodology 
used is empirical-descriptive based on qualitative data.



Results and Discussion

We can set the radio transmission such as web radio 
on the Internet with streaming technology, usually in 
audio formats (MP3 or MP4, OGG Vorbis, WebPlayer, 
Real Audio, Windows Media Audio and HE-ACC). In 
many cases, the issue is the online reproduction of the 
full signal hertz through codification by PC (personal 
computer) which, through streaming reproduces the 
issue of IP (Internet Protocol), available to all those 
working in the Web environment. The data is sent 
from PC packages for audio, video, text, images and 
other for Internet, which are stored on the platform of 
web radio and made available to the public, which has 
access to a range of interactive resources [1]. The web 
radio means a radio station that has broadcast its signal 
to the Internet, no longer a “frequency” tuning dial on a 
device receiver of radio waves [8].

According to Prata, the web radio is nothing more 
than digital radio with support of the Internet, which 
allows the presence of textual elements, visual and 
audible, allowing the emergence of new genres and new 
forms of interaction [8].

Thus, the main differences between traditional radio 
and Internet radio are: A way of accessing radio - the 
computer, the flexibility of synchronous and 
asynchronous programming, geographical coverage 
(from local to global), the quality of emissions (without 
interference or noise), and active participation of the 
public. The user not only listening, but reads, writes 
and assists the programs of radio, having at their 
disposal a set of integrated interfaces. 

Finally, the interactive multimedia together with the 
audio in virtual environment is the essence of what has 
been called "web radio", which has the potential 
advantage of “network”, enriching its programming 
with multimedia content and additional resources, 
allowing a constant transmitter-receptor interaction that 
cancels the sequential, the fugacity and the verticality 
of the analogue broadcasting.

The concept of podcasting can be understood as the 
whole process of production of digital material (audio, 
video, text or image), with publication and distribution 
on the Internet, and the possibility to download for 
subscribed. Thus, a technology that provides the 
practice of this concept is the RSS, dialect of XML 
(Extensible Markup Language - Extensible Markup 
Language), responsible for updates to Internet sites [6].

The term “podcast” results from the junction 
between the Ipod (equipment developed by Apple and 
that plays MP3) and Broadcast (radio). Commonly is 
used in the podcast audio files in MP3 format (MPEG 
Audio Layer 3), but technically it is possible to use 
other file formats for compression of audio (AAC, 
AIFF, WAV, OGG). The fact is that the standard of 
digital files of the Moving Picture Experts Group, in 
the early 20th century, became devoted to worldwide as 

the most used in the music market. Ever since the 
podcast is associated with a change in social behavior, 
since the public learned that he could hear other things 
in addition to music and almost no cost. The 
entertainment is only part of the history of art and 
science on the transmission of audio over the network.
This makes the podcast becomes an attractive 
technology in different areas of society, including the 
Education [4]. 

Thereby, the educational institutions can through 
web radio available educational materials with different 
themes in text, video or audio in the podcast, which 
will be provided in the virtual environment and can be 
accessed at anytime and anywhere in the world.

               Features Podcast Web Radio

On Demand Yes Optional

 Real Time No Yes

Feed RSS Yes Optional

Streaming Optional Yes

Support Other Interfaces No Yes
Asynchronous and 

Synchronous Interface No Yes
Interaction Transmitter-

Receiver No Yes

About the comparison between a podcast and radio 
web, “the main difference is that the former is an 
asynchronous method, based on the concept of 
subscribing to feeds, while the radio can be 
asynchronous, but usually is based on the synchronous 
transmission in real time” ([6], p.25). Also, according 
to Primo [9], unlike web radio, the podcast 
synchronization of the communication is broken, and 
there is no interactions exist between the transmitter 
and receiver. In other words, this is a new way of 
listening and production of information opening space 
for discussion to those with access to cyberspace. 

Moreover, the potential of computer-mediated 
interaction is characterized by mutual interaction, 
interdependent and processes of negotiation, where 
each member is involved in building the cooperative 
relationship, affecting each other of reciprocal way
[10].

The point agreed between the social characteristics 
of the media comes, educational and training such as 
the subject of learning. It is the combination of several 
common elements: The ubiquity (available everywhere) 
- flexibility - the low cost - synchronous 
communication (the communication mediated by 
computers simultaneous) - connectivity multimedia 
sharing - streaming (hear / see live on the Internet) -
collaboration (exchange of information in cyberspace) -
and interactivity, integrated with e-learning. But the 
main difference between the two interfaces is the 
support of other media interfaces in its operating 
structure. For example, other media can be integrated 
within the platform of web radio, unlike the podcast. 



And this is directly related to the possibility of 
interaction between the transmitter and receiver at the 
time of use. Moreover, few characteristics are 
consistent between the interfaces.

Conclusions

It was shown in this communication, we find that the 
web radio and podcast media are distinct, each with its 
own characteristics and peculiarities, which are 
complementary towards interactivity, flexibility and 
ubiquity, representing to the user's message issue and 
receipt of real time. Workings together or separately, 
produce information, entertainment and knowledge in 
virtual environment. To online education, the 
interaction between both interfaces represents a 
valuable space for the dissemination, popularization 
and social knowledge, allowing the student access to 
educational content at anytime and anywhere in the 
world, establishing a new channel for communication 
in virtual universe.

The radio as a vehicle of mass communication has 
undergone many changes over the years through the
development of informatics and cybernetics. The 
process of digitization suffered by conventional 
broadcasters and the availability of its content on the 
Internet, produced the latest step in the recent history of 
media - the Web Radio. In turn, the education has been 
used in the new technological resources to produce 
educational programs multidisciplinary in several areas 
of knowledge and in different parts of the world.

Therefore, the current educational-communicative 
paradigm requires a new way of thought about the 
pedagogic models and new intervention strategies in 
society, which are able to respond to contemporary 
educational and intervenient processes.
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